
 

EDITORIALS - 18TH SEP 2026 
 

1. A war room for India in an age of sanctions (GS Paper II International Relations, 

GS Paper III Economy) 
 
This editorial ‘A war room for India in an age of sanctions’ was published in The Hindu on 18th 

Sep 2026, highlights the need for a permanent inter-ministerial mechanism to protect India from 

sanctions-driven economic coercion. 
 
Weaponised Interdependence 

 Weaponised interdependence allows states controlling banking, insurance, shipping or 

trade networks to pressure foreign businesses despite transactions being legal 

domestically. 

 United States measures now extend across entire transactions, including Indian entities 

trading with Iran, banks dealing with VTB Bank and potential tariffs linked to Russian oil 

purchases. 

 Iran’s maritime authority expanded its non-compliant vessels list from 45 to 77, 

threatening ships such as Disha and Maha Roos and warning their insurers. 

 
Domestic Risks 

 Economic coercion can disrupt energy supplies, fertilisers, shipping and household 

consumption, while fragmented ministerial responsibility prevents a complete 

assessment. 

 During the West Asia crisis, inter-ministerial coordination maintained fuel supplies by 

monitoring vessels, raising liquefied petroleum gas production and securing alternative 

cargoes. 

 
Institutional Response 

 An Economic Security and Sanctions Office under the Cabinet Secretariat should unite 

relevant ministries, the Reserve Bank of India and market regulators. 

 The office should track transaction risks, seek delisting evidence, negotiate exemptions 

and issue clear guidance distinguishing legal restrictions from excessive commercial 

caution. 

 India must expand liquefied petroleum gas storage, domestic tankers and the Bharat 

Maritime Insurance Pool, while diversifying liquefied natural gas contracts beyond 

Hormuz. 

 India cannot copy China’s resistance because of weaker market leverage and deeper 

United States linkages, requiring protection of lawful trade without damaging strategic 

relationships. 

 



 

Beyond Editorial 
 
Reforming Global Sanctions Governance 

 Multilateral legitimacy: Sanctions authorised by the UN Security Council carry broader 

legitimacy than unilateral secondary sanctions that compel third-country firms to follow 

another state’s foreign policy. 

 Due-process protection: The UN’s Ombudsperson mechanism, created through Resolution 

1904, allows individuals and entities on the ISIL and Al-Qaida sanctions list to seek 

independent delisting review. 

 Humanitarian safeguards: UNSC Resolution 2664 (2022) exempts humanitarian assistance 

and basic-needs transactions from specified asset freezes, reducing unintended harm to 

vulnerable populations. 

 Targeted design: Asset freezes, travel bans and arms restrictions against responsible actors 

are preferable to comprehensive embargoes that impose disproportionate costs on civilians 

and neighbouring economies. 

 Impact assessment: Sanctions regimes should undergo periodic review against stated 

objectives, humanitarian effects and economic spillovers, with modification or termination 

when costs exceed strategic gains. 

 Global South voice: The 2024 BRICS Kazan Declaration criticised unilateral economic and 

secondary sanctions, providing developing countries a platform to contest coercive 

measures outside multilateral frameworks. 

 Trade-law oversight: In Russia–Traffic in Transit (2019), a WTO panel held that national-

security exceptions are not entirely self-judging, establishing scope for reviewing their 

invocation under trade law. 

 

2. Release 2017-18 consumption data, put all doubt to rest (GS Paper III Economy) 
 

This editorial ‘Release 2017-18 consumption data, put all doubt to rest’ was published in The 

Indian Express on 18th Sep 2026, highlights how withholding the 2017-18 consumption survey 

damaged the credibility of India’s statistical system. 

 

India’s Statistical Tradition 

 Indian statisticians traditionally prioritised accuracy over experimentation, delaying a 

household income distribution survey despite pioneering consumption surveys. 

 India pioneered poverty measurement, while the 1968–71 NCAER Additional Rural 

Incomes Survey was among the earliest household panel surveys. 

 Survey-based consumption remained only 55–60% of national accounts estimates, yet 

India continued publishing data and developing poverty measures. 

 Unlike India, China releases only aggregated rural-urban decile data without unit-level 

records, yet its poverty claims receive limited international scrutiny. 

 



 

Suppression of the 2017–18 Survey 
 The alleged official data censorship since 2014 has weakened trust even in subsequent 

improvements to India’s statistical system. 

 Although PLFS 2017–18 was released, the consumption survey remained unpublished 

after leaked findings showed real mean consumption declining by 3.7%. 

 The leaked survey indicated rural consumption fell 8.8%, while urban consumption rose 

2% between 2011–12 and 2017–18. 

 Earlier, concerns over the 2009–10 survey prompted an additional 2011–12 round, 

demonstrating that questionable findings could be retested without suppressing data. 

 
Transparency and Credibility 

 Withholding the unit-level data created lasting suspicion, allowing political criticism to 

overshadow the quality of later official statistics. 

 Releasing the 2017–18 consumption data would permit independent scrutiny without 

requiring the government to endorse its findings or methodology. 

 

Beyond Editorial 
 

Safeguarding Statistical Independence 

 Statutory autonomy: The UK Statistics Authority, established under the Statistics and 

Registration Service Act, 2007, operates independently of ministers and reports directly to 

legislatures. 

 Regulatory separation: Britain’s Office for Statistics Regulation independently evaluates 

official statistics against a binding code, separating statistical production from quality 

assessment and public-interest oversight. 

 Predictable publication: The IMF Special Data Dissemination Standard uses advance 

release calendars, reducing discretionary delays and giving governments, researchers and 

markets equal access to scheduled data. 

 Professional control: The European Statistics Code of Practice protects statisticians’ 

authority over methods, sources and publication, insulating technical decisions from 

political or administrative interference. 

 Methodological openness: Publishing questionnaires, sampling designs, revision policies 

and limitations enables independent evaluation and prevents methodological 

disagreements from becoming grounds for suppressing inconvenient findings. 

 Secure data access: UN statistical principles support access to anonymised microdata for 

legitimate research under confidentiality safeguards, allowing external scrutiny without 

exposing respondents’ identities. 

 Independent evaluation: The European Statistical System peer reviews use expert teams, 

public reports and monitored improvement plans to identify institutional weaknesses and 

strengthen compliance with statistical standards. 

 



 

3. An EV roadmap for a sustainable city (GS Paper III Economy) 
 
This editorial ‘An EV roadmap for a sustainable city’ was published in The Indian Express on 18th 

Sep 2026, highlights Delhi’s phased electric-mobility strategy for reducing vehicular pollution 

and building a sustainable city. 
 
Need for Electric Mobility 

 India’s electric vehicle sales increased from 2,322 in 2014–15 to 25,45,622 in 2025–26, 

supporting Delhi’s transition towards cleaner urban transport. 

 Vehicular emissions cause nearly 23% of Delhi’s winter pollution, while two-wheelers 

form 67% of its vehicle stock, making high-use segments priority targets. 

 
Delhi’s Transition Roadmap 

 From January 2027, new L5 three-wheelers and N1 goods carriers will become electric-

only, followed by two-wheelers from April 2028. 

 Fleet aggregators and delivery providers will shift towards electric mobility, while electric 

school buses must reach a 30% share by March 2030. 

 Incentives include ₹30,000 for electric two-wheelers, ₹1 lakh for eligible N1 vehicles, and 

tax waivers plus scrapping support for eligible electric cars. 

 Delhi targets 32,000 charging points, requiring 23,000 additions, with Delhi Transco 

Limited coordinating charging and battery-swapping infrastructure. 

 Public infrastructure must become charging-ready, separate home-charging meters will 

be facilitated, and electric buses will expand from over 5,000 to 13,000. 

 
Implementation Challenges 

 Successful transition requires behavioural change, timely infrastructure expansion and 

coordinated responsibility among government, industry and citizens. 

 

Beyond Editorial 
 
Lifecycle Sustainability of Electric Mobility 

 Lifecycle accounting: The EU Batteries Regulation, 2023 covers sourcing, use, collection, 

repurposing and recycling, demonstrating that electric mobility must be assessed across 

the battery’s complete life cycle. 

 Clean charging: Australia’s bidirectional-charging roadmap examines vehicle-to-grid 

systems that return electricity during peak demand, lowering system costs and enabling 

better integration of renewable power. 

 Mineral security: India’s National Critical Mineral Mission, 2025 covers exploration, 

processing and recovery from end-of-life products, reducing strategic dependence across 

clean-energy supply chains. 

 Responsible sourcing: The International Energy Agency advocates stronger 

environmental, social and governance standards in critical-mineral supply chains because 

poorly managed mining can undermine clean-energy benefits. 



 

 Producer responsibility: India’s Battery Waste Management Rules, 2022 impose 

collection and recycling obligations on producers across battery categories, transferring 

end-of-life responsibility from consumers to manufacturers. 

 Second-life deployment: The EU regulatory framework recognises battery repurposing, 

enabling used electric-vehicle batteries with residual capacity to serve less demanding 

stationary energy-storage applications. 

 Circular design: EU requirements covering battery removability, replaceability and 

material recovery promote repair and recycling, reducing waste generation and demand 

for newly extracted critical minerals. 
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