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The Prime Minister at the United Nations General Assembly

{is 0 preat honour for me to address l.lw 74"
Gession of the United Nations on behalf of 1.3
billion Indians,
Wllunu(Iuvclt:pin;ufmmllyiwl)luIn*;lu:cc%ﬁtlly
implement the world's biggest sanitation L‘:llll[);lj;’:“.
building over 110 million toilets in just 5 years for ity
countrymen, all its achicvements and outcomes are
an inspirational message for the entire world.

When o developing  country,  successfully
runs the world's biggest health insurance scheme,
giving 500 million people the facility of an annual
health cover of Rs, 500,000 for free treatment; the
achicvements and responsive systems that result
from (his scheme show the world a new path,

As | came in here, on a wall at the entrance to
this building, I noticed the sign, ‘no more single usc
plastic’ 1 am pleased to inform this assembly that
even as | am addressing you today, a very large campaign is being implemented across the entire country (o make India
free of single use plastic.

In the next 5 years, apart from promoting water conservation, we are going o ensure water supply to 150 million
homes. We are going to build over 125,000 kilometers of new roads. By the year 2022, when India celebrates its 75"
Independence day, we plan to build 20 million houses for the poor. Though the world may have set itself the target of
eradicating TB by 2030, in India we are working towards cradicating it by 2025.

About 3000 years ago, a great poet of India, Kariyan Pungun-dra-naar, wrote in Tamil the most ancient language of
the world: “Ya-dum, Oo-ray, Yaav-rum Ke-rir”, which means “We belong to all places, and to everyone.” This sense of
belonging beyond borders, is unique to India,

In the last 5 years, India has worked towards strengthening its centurics old great tradition of fraternity among
nations and welfare of the world, which is indeed, in line with the key objectives of the United Nations. The issues that
India raises, the kind of new global platforms that India has come forward to build, seck collective efforts to address
serious global challenges and issucs.

If you look at it from a historic and per capita cmission perspective, India’s contribution to Global Warming is very
low. However, India is one of the leading nations when it comes to taking steps to address this issuc. On one hand, we
are working towards achicving the target of 450 Giga Watts of renewable energy, and on the other hand, we have also
taken the initiative to create the International Solar Alliance. One of the cffects of Global Warming is the increasing
number and severity of natural disasters, and at the same time they arc appearing in new arcas and in new forms. In view
of this, India has initiated the formation of the “Coalition for Disaster Resilient Infrastructure™ (CDRI). This coalition
will help build infrastructure which can withstand natural disasters.

The face of the world is changing today. Modern technology in the 21™ century is bringing about sweeping
changes in social life, personal life, economy, security, connectivity and international relations. Neither do we have the
option to confine ourselves within our boundaries. In this new era, we will have to give new direction and energy to
multilateralism, and to the United Nations.

One hundred and twenty-five years ago, the Great Spiritual Guru, Swami Vivekananda, gave this message to
l[l):c world during the World Parliament of Religions in Chicago. The message was, “Harmony and Peace... and not

Issension”,

| Prodny, the message from the world’s largest democracy, for the International community is still the same: “Harmony
and Peace”,

(Excerpts from the PM's speech at UNGA on 27 September, 2019)

Source: Press Information Bureau
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